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IIT-Dharwad to start functioning from July 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/iitdharwad-to-start-functioning-from-july/article8009562.ece 

Decks have been cleared for the functioning of the Indian Institute of Technology (IIT) here from July 2016, 

with a three-member technical committee, constituted by the Union Ministry of Human Resource Development, 

making an announcement on it here on Saturday. 

The committee, comprising IIT-Bombay director Devang Khakkar and professors Shivaprasad and Punalkar, 

visited the Water and Land Management Institute (WALMI) premises where the transit campus would come up. 

Later speaking to presspersons, Mr. Khakkar said the new campus was expected to come up in four years on 

500 acres at Mummigatti. As per the official communication from the Centre, 120 students would be enrolled 

for the IIT-Dharwad, he said. 

IIT-Bombay would be the mentor for IIT-Dharwad. The HRD Ministry had set up an IIT monitoring cell at IIT-

Bombay and the committee members had been designated as officials on special duty to supervise the process 

of setting up IIT-Dharwad. 

The team had given some suggestions to the district administration on developing infrastructure on the transit 

campus. 

May 2016 has been set as the deadline to complete works on the transit campus and the handing over of the 

premises to IIT-Dharwad, he added. 

A three-member technical committee made the announcement on Saturday 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/iitdharwad-to-start-functioning-from-july/article8009562.ece
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IIM Bill must create a level playing field 

If IIMs are allowed to grant degrees instead of diplomas, then the newer IIMs, some of which are ranked 

lower than private institutions, will have an edge over the latter 

http://www.dailypioneer.com/columnists/oped/iim-bill-must-create-a-level-playing-field.html 

As businesses across the globe eye the Indian market and the Government of India endeavor to not only make 

India a manufacturing hub but also to make the country’s economic growth more inclusive, the demand for 

professional managers will increase many folds. This will make making management education more important 

than ever before. It is in this context that The Indian Institute of Management Bill, 2015, that has been listed for 

consideration by Parliament in this session must be viewed. 

The Bill has already sparked a debate, which is being led by three major players in management education in 

India — the old and reputed IIMs (IIM-Ahmedabad, IIM-Bangalore and IIM-Calcutta), the new IIMs (such as 

the ones in Rohtak, Ranchi and Kashipur) and private institutes. The Bill proposes that the IIMs will be allowed 

to grant degrees instead of diplomas. As a result, the Post Graduate Diploma in Management will become a 

Masters in Business Administration and the fellowship programme will become a PhD. 

The new IIMs appreciate this proposal as they feel that granting degrees will help them build their brand and 

make their courses more attractive. But the established IIMs oppose this move. They argue that they already 

have an excellent reputation due to high standards of education and its irrelevant whether they grant a degree or 

diploma. 

The private management institutes are opposing the Bill since they are the worst hit. Allowing all IIMs to grant 

degrees may have an adverse effect on their popularity as they will not be able to grant degrees themselves. This 

may even put their existence in jeopardy. 

Some private institutes like FORE School of Management (to which the author is affiliated), International 

Management Institute, Management Development Institute, SP Jain Institute of Management and Research, 

Narsee Monjee Institute of Management Studies and Symbiosis Institute of Business Management rank above 

some of the new IIMs. 

These private institutes have quality infrastructure, admirable course curriculum and faculty, affordable fee 

structure and location, along and outstanding track record and remarkable placements. With the new IIMs being 

able to grant MBA degrees instead of diplomas, it is probable that students will make their preferences based on 

the nature of certification rather than institute rankings. The courses run by private institutes will lose their 

sheen once all the IIMs begin to award degrees. 

The argument put forth by the old IIMs(Ahmedabad, Bangalore and Calcutta) is also untenable: If a universal 

policy is being framed for management education then all institutions, irrespective of their market standing and 

brand, ought to be put under the same umbrella. However, this will change the game in favour of the new IIMs 

against the private institutes which are offering quality management education by jeopardizing the latter’s 

diploma programmes. 

Allowing IIMs to grant degrees will compromise the position private institutions. There must be a level-playing 

field for everyone. The Government should draft a Management Education Bill rather than an ‘IIM Bill' to 

cover all management institutes — be the Government-run, autonomous or private-owned. 

(The writer is a professor at FORE School of Management) 

http://www.dailypioneer.com/columnists/oped/iim-bill-must-create-a-level-playing-field.html
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IIM, IIT & ISI join hands to offer business analytics course  

Hindustan Times (Kolkata) 

From the academic session starting 2016, IIM Calcutta, IIT Kharagpur and Indian Statistical Institute (ISI) are 

coming together to offer a unique course.  

The fee for the two-year business analytics course is Rs 16.2 lakh.  

The post graduate diploma in business analytics (PGDBA), being offered by these coveted institutes, aims at 

creating professional business analytics by giving students a cutting edge educational experience.  

And at the end of two years, the degree will be jointly awarded by these three institutions.  

In its first year of commencement, the course has seen tremendous response from the student fraternity, with 

over 1,000 applicants flocking for it. The exposure provided by the institutes collectively is highly coveted in 

today’s times of competitive analysis.  

PGDBA is a two-year full time residential diploma programme aimed at creating business analytics 

professionals employable by leading Indian and foreign fir ms. “This programme is designed for those who 

have an analytical mindset, are interested in tackling challenging business problems, and possess an inclination 

towards mathematics,” said an official at IIM Calcutta.  

Some of the salient features of the programme include courses taught by reputed faculty members at the 

campuses of three globally renowned institutes, hands-on business analytics training at a related company, 

continuous interaction with industry leaders throughout the diploma programme and the availability of 

placement opportunities.  

The two-year course would cost the students Rs 16.2 lakh. The course will be run in a unique way. The 

programme is divided into semesters. This would ensure that the students spend equal amount of time in all the 

three campuses for the first three semester. The fourth semester will be spent as an industry intern.  

While IIM Calcutta will teach the application of analytics in functional areas, IIT Kharagpur will enlighten the 

students about the technology aspect of analytics. Whereas ISI will concentrate on statistical and machine 

learning theories of analytics.  

While the course will be conducted in residential mode by IIM Calcutta and IIT Kharagpur, at ISI it will not be 

mandatory to be a boarder.  

Students with good CAT, GRE, GATE and GMAT scores or those selected for any masters level entrance 

examinations conducted by ISI can apply.  
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दिल्ली के सुपर कंप्यूटर की िनुिया में धाक, जानिए कौिसे िंबर पर है - िई 

http://www.patrika.com/news/computer/iit-delhi-supercomputer-is-the-116-fastest-globally-1147757/ 
 

दिल्ली। कैललफोनििया की टेक कंपिी एिवीडिया के जीपीय ूवाला आईआईटी दिल्ली का सपुर कंप्यटूर िनुिया के 500 सपुर 

कंप्यटूर�की�ललस्ट में 166वें िबंर पर है। एिवीडिया िे 2012 में आईआईटी दिल्ली के साथ लमलकर भारत में सपुर कंप्यटूर बिािे 

का ऐलाि ककया था। यह भारत का चौथा सबसे तजे सपुर कंप्यटूर है। 
दिलचस्प बात यह है कक टॉप 500 सपुर कंप्यटूर की ललस्ट में 70 लसस्टम में एिवीडिया टेस्ला के बिाए हुए हैं। 860 टेराफ्लॉप्स का यह 

सेंट्रलाइज्ि कंप्यटूर आईआईटी का सबसे पावरफुल कंप्यटूर है जजस ेटॉप िवेलपसि और ररसचिसि यजू करत ेहैं। 

लपैटॉप पर गिर िया है पािी या चाय, तो उसें कफर से ऐसे बिाए ंपरफेक्ट 

इस कंप्यटूर में एिवीडिया का कंप्यटू यनूिफाइि डिवाइस आककि टेक्ट और ओपेि एकस्लरेशि का कॉजबबिेशि दिया िया है, जजसके 

जररए सॉफ्टवेयर िवेलपसि जिेरल प्रोसेलसिं के ललए सीयिूीए एिेबल्ि ग्राकफक्स यजू करत ेहैं। खास बात यह है कक सीयिूीए और 

ओपेि एसीसी िसूरे सपुर कंप्यटूर के मकुाबले सस्त ेहैं। 

आईआईटी दिल्ली कंप्यटूर सर्विस के एसोलशएट हेि सबुोध कुमार िे कहा हम सबसे फास्ट जीपीय ूसेंट्रीक एचपीसी कलस्टर से काफी 
खुश हैं। कफलहाल यह लसस्टम कई ररसचिसि के ललए एजक्टव है और वो इसे यजू कर रहे हैं। हमें उबमीि है कक ररसचिसि को यह अिल े

लेवल के ररसचि और प्रोब्लम सोल्व करिे में काफी योििाि िेिा। इसके अलावा इससे मोललक्यलूर लसस्टम, बायोलॉजी, ििैो लसस्टम 

औक िसूरे ररसचि में भी मिि लमलेिी। 

Need to harness solar energy to fight climate change: PM Modi  

http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/politics-and-nation/need-to-harness-solar-energy-to-fight-climate-change-
pm-modi/articleshow/50267117.cms 

NEW DELHI: Terming the negative impact of environment pollution as a challenge, Prime Minister Narendra Modi today 
said there is a need to harness solar energy. 
 
"Discussions of environment have been taking for long, but for the last few years, its negative impact has been felt on 
normal human lives... There is a challenge before the mankind to find a solution to this problem," Modi said.  

He was speaking at an event where he flagged off an electric bus, gifted by the Road Transport and Highways Ministry to 
Lok Sabha Speaker Sumitra Mahajan, to ferry MPs at Parliament. 
 
He was clear that the countries are going to work to harness solar energy.  

Referring to the recent CoP-21 summit in Paris, Modi highlighted two significant initiatives -- Mission Innovation 
launched jointly by the US, France and India, with the help of the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation, on development of 
green technologies and the creation of the International Solar Alliance of countries with abundant sunlight. 
 
The headquarters of this alliance will be in Delhi, the Prime Minister said.  

"There are 122 nations which get the benefit of sunrays for more than 300 days in a year. With India's initiative, an 
organization of such nations has been formed," Modi said. 
 
Resolutions in Paris by world leaders include work on innovation to get fossil fuel-free energy, Modi added.  

http://www.patrika.com/news/computer/iit-delhi-supercomputer-is-the-116-fastest-globally-1147757/
http://www.patrika.com/news/computer/how-to-save-a-laptop-from-water-and-tea-damage-1147439/
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/politics-and-nation/need-to-harness-solar-energy-to-fight-climate-change-pm-modi/articleshow/50267117.cms
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/politics-and-nation/need-to-harness-solar-energy-to-fight-climate-change-pm-modi/articleshow/50267117.cms
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"US, France and India have taken initiatives for innovation. The Bill Gates Foundation has also been associated with it. A 
positive result will come by," he hoped. 
 
Congratulating Road Transport and Highways Minister Nitin Gadkari on his contribution to environment and technology 
leading to the refurbished bus with no pollution, the PM suggested that the technology can be used in public transport 
as well.  

Such buses would "not only significantly contribute in minimising pollution, but would encourage younger generation to 
come into research and making of batteries". 
 
"MPs will benefit from it. New generation can come forward in 'Start up India' and 'Stand up India' and contribute to 
initiatives like making batteries," he said. 
 
Modi saw a need for research to enhance battery life and said such initiatives under 'Make in India' will not just benefit 
the country, but the whole world as well. 
 
Environment Minister Prakash Javadekar was also present.  

The Prime Minister tweeted, "This bus here (launched today)... is not making noise, and scope of pollution also does not 
arise."  
 
He said in another tweet: "In Paris, during CoP21, leaders of the world came together and focus was placed on 
innovation (in energy)."  

The PM inspected the retrofit electric bus, which is a conversion of a diesel bus into a battery-operated electric one, and 
handed over the key to the Speaker Mahajan.  
 
On the occasion, Gadkari said the bus is under 'Make in India' initiative and another 20 are part of the pilot project.  

He also lauded the role of ISRO scientists who have developed the indigenous lithium ion battery at a cost of barely Rs 5-
6 lakh in comparison to a huge Rs 50 lakh for the imported ones as the patent is being registered.  
 
The bus has been launched with a commitment to contributing to the 'Swatch Bharat' initiative of the government, with 
a broader objective to make India pollution-free.  
 
Gadkari said a policy to promote environment-friendly ethanol, bio-diesel, gas and CNG will be announced in this 
Parliament session as most older diesel buses are running on BS-II and BS-III engines, which are seen as highly polluting.  
 
The government is also making regulations for allowing Flex Fuel vehicles that give a choice to users to choose fuel.  

"The government wants to convert about 1.5 lakh state transport corporation buses into electric ones. We would like to 
convert buses operated by STUs in the next two years to electric mode. We are exploring innovative low-cost funding for 
this project," he said.  
 
Gadkari said the government is committed to providing clean air for citizens and will take steps to introduce only eco-
friendly vehicles for public transport as one such bus will save the environment from 48,000 kg of CO2.  

"At the same time, we need to address problems of the existing vehicles by converting them into electric or hybrid 
vehicles," the minister said.  
 
"I am sure with the increased volumes, Made in India technology buses will be available for retrofit below Rs 40 lakh."  

He pegged the savings from the introduction of such buses at close to Rs 10 lakh per annum in diesel costs.  
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He said the steps were bound to help in reducing the country's dependence on imported crude and the government has 
already introduced stringent emission norms for BS-V and BS-VI vehicles and dates for implementation have been 
advanced.  

In Lok Sabha, the Minister of State for Parliamentary Affairs Rajiv Pratap Rudy thanked Gadkari for the pollution-free 
electric bus initiative.  
 
Also, Vinayak Raut of Shiv Sena congratulated the minister for piloting the project and hoped that the country would 
benefit.  

As part of efforts to curb pollution, the Road Transport and Highways Ministry is in the final stage of completing a pilot 
project under which 20-refurbished electric buses will be handed over to select State Transport Corporations by March 
2016.  
 
The two buses for lawmakers of which one was gifted by the Prime Minister today are the first prototype developed by 
KPIT Pune with consultations from Central Institute of Road Transport and the technology has been wholly-developed in 
India.  

The Road Transport and Highways Ministry is in touch with State Transport Corporations from Maharashtra, Karnataka 
and Delhi for conversion of 20 diesel buses into electric ones.  
 
Indian Space Research Organisation, IIT Kharagpur and IIT Madras are already in the process of developing such lithium-
ion batteries.  


